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Opinions of organic and free-range pig farmers on animal welfare
and the PIGLOW app for animal welfare self-assessments
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PIGLOW

" PIGLOW app and longitudinal study

 PIGLOW app for animal welfare self-assessments by farmers Wl Wl
GROWER PIGS FINISHER PIGS

* Automated advice and comparison with other users

* Two-year study on the effect of the app on animal welfare L XA

LOADING

» Before using the app: participant survey to assess current
ideas about animal welfare

* End of the study: survey to find out what has changed

Participants
* 13 volunteering organic and free-range pig farmers

e Belgium and The Netherlands
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- Survey

* Definition of animal welfare (open question)
* Rate the importance of different welfare aspects (relevant for fattening pigs)
e Rate your own performance on these welfare aspects

e Usefulness of an app for animal welfare assessment

Scoring system
* Scores between 1 (lowest) and 7 (highest)
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W Welfare principles and aspects

Welfare principles Welfare aspects

Good Housing Enough space | Floor type | Thermal comfort | Hygiene

Good Health Disease control | Absence of wounds and lesions | Absence of lameness | Absence of diarrhoea
Good Feeding Water availability | Food availability | Feed (structure) | Feed (vitamins and minerals)
Appropriate behaviour Expressing positive behaviour | Enrichment use | Absence of aggression | Reaction to humans
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- Survey results — What is your definition of animal welfare?

Natural behaviour/express its natural needs 11
Good/natural environment 5
Freedom of hunger and thirst / good food 4
Good health 4
Enough space 3
More time to grow 3
Happiness 3
Freedom of pain/stress 3
n=13
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- Survey results — “In your opinion, how important is each of the following
elements for good animal welfare?”

Disease control (6.2)

Feed (vitamins and minerals) (6.2)
Absence of diarrhoea (6)
Absence of lameness (6)
Feed (structure) (6)
Reaction to humans (5.9)
Enrichment (5.9)

Floor type (5.9)

Absence of aggression (5.8)
Hygiene (5.8

Thermal comfort (5.5)
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- Survey results — “Please rate how well you think your own farm performs on
these same elements of animal welfare”

Own performance on welfare aspects

Food availability (6.7)

Water availability (6.7)

Enough space (6.3)

Expressing positive behaviour (6.1)
Reaction to humans (6)

Absence of aggression (6)

Feed (vitamins and minerals) (5.9)
Feed (structure) (5.8)

Enrichment (5.8)

Disease control (5.8)

Floor type (5.6)

Absence of diarrhoea (5.5)
Absence of wounds/lesions (5.5)
Hygiene (5.3)

Thermal comfort (5.3)

Absence of lameness (5.1)

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mean score
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- Survey results — Importance of and own farm’s performance on animal welfare

Importance of and own performance on welfare aspects (mean difference)

Absence of lameness (0.9)
Absence of wound/lesions (0.8)
Absence of diarrhoea (0.5)

(
Expressing positive behaviour (0.5
terie (0.5)

Disease control (0.4)

Floor type (0.3)

Water availability (0.3)

Feed (vitamins and minerals) (0.2)
Food availability (0.2)
Thermal comfort (0.2)

(
(0.2)
(
(

Enrichment

Enough space (0.2)

Feed (structure) (0.2)
Reaction to humans (-0.1

Absence of aggression (-0.2)
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3 4 5 6 7

Mean score
B Importance M Own performance
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- Survey results — importance and ease of improving animal welfare
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| attach a lot of importance to animal welfare
| am well informed about animal friendly farming practices
| find it easy to obtain information on animal friendly farming practices

| find it easy to see which practices can be applied to my farm

How useful do you think an app could be to monitor the welfare of your animals?

Mean

6.8

5.2

4.8

4.8

5.2



- Summary

Organic and free-range pig farmers in our study attach a lot of importance to animal welfare
* Definition of animal welfare: expressing natural behaviour

* Welfare aspects for which improvement is most desirable: lameness, positive behaviour,
wounds/lesions and diarrhoea

* Progress to be made on informing farmers about animal friendly farming practices

* Perhaps the PIGLOW app can help

10

\ii(! ‘&

PPI




PPI PARTNERS

Viaanderen

e® ° s
/v g gqtas \.10 BioForum o 3 Srodar @ EAAP ~ FERMENTATIONEXPERTS
AARHUSUNIVERSITY  “%  Aowcocess e O ) fo yourhesth

Inscituut voor Landbowe

en Visserijonderzoek > trans fe rt el

,-—- .“.\ Fondazione Slow Food i o
wer la Biodiversita “Y Harper Adams I N m
@% oL g Uni\?ersity : ' I N RA@ > Lu ke

\'\\\

SYSAAF

Wallonie
®oo . . %’:\ Grande
. 9 - . Utrecht University % V3 WAGENINGEN recherche I n écolo,
‘e | THUNEN ) JL -CRA-W JWNiR &,

Thank you for your attention

www.ppilow.eu

11

’0 & This project has received fundmg from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 816172
,\ p A %1% ) ~ - > y
F FI _ _'.-Q'b. & Y5 : #‘ : v\ N’ ~ N gy AR 3 'h T 2 4¥~




	Diapositiva 1: Opinions of organic and free-range pig farmers on animal welfare and the PIGLOW app for animal welfare self-assessments
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7
	Diapositiva 8
	Diapositiva 9
	Diapositiva 10
	Diapositiva 11

