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PPILOW

Why is it important to consider welfare 
in low-input outdoor and organic farming systems?

- High qualityof the rearingpractices and of the products

- Diversityof practices throughoutEurope

- Stilla needto improveanimal welfareand limit mortality, in relation to the outdoor access
challengingthe animals, ethicalissues, the wishof practitionersand societalexpectations 

Objective of PPILOW: Identify, test and evaluateanimal welfare-improvingpractices by taking
into accountenvironmental, economicand social impacts includinghumanwell-being

One Welfareconcept (Garcia Pinilloset al., 2016)
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H2020 PPILOW partners and collaborators

22 PPILOW Partnersin 9 countries

9 National Practitioner
Groups (NPG): 4 dedicatedto pigs
and 5 to poultry

www.ppilow.eu

Coordination: 

2019-2024
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PPILOW Involvement of National Practitioner Groups

Avoidingfeatherpeckingin non beak-trimmedhensand the eliminationof layer male chicks

Favouringpositive behaviours, improvinghealthand robustness
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Impactgeneratedby the project

- Knowledge base for further improvements in animal welfare management and policy making

- Contribution to a better understanding of animal welfare and associated animal behaviour

Knowledge on the adaptability of poultry breeds to the use of outdoor area depending on their cognitive capacities and genetic, 

physiological, metabolic background and rearing conditions for proposing innovating levers for welfare improvement

INRAE, JUNIA, SYSAAF, UNIPG

LUKE, HAU, ThuenenInstitute, INRAE and 
all PPILOW collaborators

PPILOW
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Impactgeneratedby the project

- Broader range of animal welfare management strategies and tools

Management strategies to avoid feather pecking in non-beak-trimmed laying hens

Management, and nutrition strategies and techniques aiming at preventing diseases, parasitic risk, improving incubation and 
early-life conditions, and selection tools to improve animal robustness 

Effectsof green light in the setter-hatcherand of insectlarvaefor 
chicks; 

Management of the free range and design of the barn: foragingand 
exploration behavioursand avoidfearfulness

Incubation conditions and 
early life management for 

improving resiliencein slow-
growingchickens

(WU, INRAE, ILVO, UU)

- Field studies: on-farm hatching in label-type and organic 
farms from the French National Practitioner Group

- Incubation temperatures 
for improving the resilience 
of slow-growing broilers

Utrecht University, WUR, ILVO

WUR, ILVO, Utrecht University, INRAE, Aarhus University

- Test of fermented or treated feeds for preventing pathologies in laying hens

PPILOW
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Anticipation of National legislationsand knowledgefor practitionersand Europeanpolicymakers: 
Alternatives to the elimination of layer male chicks

Layer strain Selectionbasedon egg
production, eggquality traits

FR: Article R214-17
Å From 01/01/2023 : all hatcheries have to be equipped with operational material to avoid culling chick 
 -> Special case when it is not possible to respect the decree (white strains)
DE: Article TierSchtG Art. 1 Ä4c
Å From 01/01/2022 : makes it a punishable offence to kill a vertebrate animal "without reasonable cause" (unprofitability) or to cause it suffering and pain

Cullingof layer male chicks

Twostrategiesdevelopedin PPILOW

- Studyof dual-purposestrains
experimentallyand on-farm

Multiperformancedata, multicriteria
analysisand business models

- Developmentof an on-ovo sexingtool:
Non invasive method
As earlyas possible

ACTA(ITAB)
Thuenen
Institute
Aarhus 
University
INRAE
SYSAAF

PPILOW


