Poultry sector’s opinion on welfare measures
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Introduction

* Some laying hen management practices have the goal to improve animal welfare

* For feasibility assessment and implementation, it is essential to learn how supply chain
actors (farmers, veterinarians, etc) perceive these practices

* Goal: Obtain supply chain actors views on laying hen welfare management practices
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Results

Methods
* Survey spread over 9 European countries (BE, DK, FI, FR, GE, IT, NL, RO, UK)

» Data collected in Spring 2021, followed by a descriptive analysis

ARE THE FOLLOWING FACTORS AN OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE
LAYING HEN WELFARE?

m Strongly disagree Slightly disagree Neither agree nor disagree m Slightly agree m Strongly agree m Don’t know
HIGH CONSUMER DEMAND FOR ANIMAL-FRIENDLY PRODUCTS € 238 410 /4]
ADDITIONAL PRICE PREMIUM PAID FOR ANIMAL-FRIENDLY PRODUCT NN
ETHICAL BENEFITS RELATED TO WELFARE-IMPROVING MEASURES ¥E 279 295 29|
BENEFITSTO MY OWN WELLBEING 238 28.7 10.7
EASE OF IMPLEMENTING WELFARE-IMPROVING MEASURE IN PRACTICE
HOUSING AND FACILITIES AVAILABLE IN THE FARM 9l 303 270 1390 |
PLENTY OF INFORMATION, ADVICE OR SKILLS AVAILABLE N
POSSIBILITYTO CERTIFY PRODUCTION WITH AN INDEPENDENT BODY ¥E . o7/gQg 938 107 |
FAVOURABLE WEATHER AND NATURAL CONDITIONS 3 28.7 213 A1)
PREDICTABLE REGULATIONS AND POLICIES 8 9 3 0 6.6
APPROPRIATE AVAILABILITY OF INPUTS |
FLEXIBILITY OF REGULATIONS AND RULES
LOW COSTS OF WELFARE-IMPROVING MEASURES IEEWIN 311 1428 66
LOW LABOUR INPUTNEEDED TO APPLY WELFARE-IMPROVING MEASURES [N EEW) 148 49

HOW APPLICABLE ARE THE FOLLOWING PRACTICES ON YOUR
FARM/THE FARM YOU WORK WITH?

m Veryinapplicable Somewhat inapplicable Neither applicable norinapplicable m Somewhat applicable m Very applicable m | don’t know
LETTINGTHEBIRDS TO A PASTURE WITH TREES, BUSHES AND OTHER NATURAL.. 2E
NOT SHORTENING (TRIMMING) THE BEAK OF THE BIRDS IEKEN %11 437 113 |
PROVIDING THE BIRDS WITH PERCHES OR ELEVATED PLATFORMS NN 2056 43 4
ADJUSTING NUTRITIONTO ENSURE ANIMAL HEALTH, WELL-BEING AND GROWTH
TREATING PREVENTATIVELY WITH VACCINES AND ANTI-PARASITIC MEDICINES
BUILDING FENCES AND HOUSING TO PROTECT THE BIRDS
ENHANCING THE QUALITY AND CARE OF BEDDING
USING METHODS TO AVOID THE KILLING OF ONE DAY OLD MALE CHICKS
EFFICIENTCONTROL OF TEMPERATURE, HUMIDITY AND AIR QUALITY IN THE HOUSE EEEN
ENHANCING OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPRESS THEIR NATURALBEHAVIOURS R . a3 232 1]
BREEDING TOWARDS HENS GENETICALLY RESISTANT TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES [fI¥] . 319 254  5¢6]|
RESTRICTING MAXIMUM NUMBER OF BIRDS PER FLOCK

REARING A SLOW-GROWING CHICKEN TO ENHANCE THEIR WELFARE AND LEG HEALTH 22.5 21.1 11.3
ALLOWING THEBIRDS TO LIVE THEIR WHOLE LIFEOUTDOORS IN MOVABLE SHELTERS
INCREASING SPACE ALLOWANCE PER ANIMAL
NOT USING VETERINARY MEDICINES (E.G. ANTIBIOTICS) 19/ 25 4 127 2.4

Iscussion

D

. Opportunities to improve laying hen welfare are the high consumer demand for animal-friendly products
and an additional price premium paid for these products.

. Barriers are strict and unpredictable regulations and policies, and high costs of welfare-improving
measures.

. Most practices mentioned in the survey were perceived applicable on-farm, except for allowing the birds to
live their whole life outdoors in movable shelters, not using veterinary medicines (e.g. antibiotics),
restricting the maximum number of birds per flock, and the use of methods to avoid the killing of one day
old male chicks.
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